AMENDMENTS TO THE
RULES OF SUPERINTENDENCE FOR THE COURTS OF OHIO

Amendments to the Rules of Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio were
adopted by the Court and become effective July 1, 2008. The history of these
amendments is as follows:

May 6, 2008 Final adoption by conference

July 1, 2008 Effective date of amendments
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TEMPORARY RULES OF SUPERINTENDENCE FOR THE COURTS OF OHIO
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Temp. Sup. R. 1.01. Definitions

As used in Temporary Rules 1.01 through 1.11 of the Rules of Superintendence for the
Courts of Ohio, "business entity” means a for profit or nonprofit corporation, partnership,
limited liability company, limited liability partnership, professional association, business
trust, joint venture, unincorporated association, or sole proprietorship.

Temp. Sup. R. 1.02. Designation and Organization
(A)  Designation of pilot project courts

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall designate up to five courts of
common pleas to participate in the commercial docket pilot project pursuant to
Temporary Rules 1.01 through 1.11 of the Rules of Superintendence for the
Courts of Ohio. Such courts shall be styled “pilot project courts.” The Supreme
Court Task Force on Commercial Dockets shall recommend to the Chief Justice
courts for designation as pilot project courts. The Chief Justice shall not
designate a court as a pilot project court unless the court agrees to participate in
the commercial docket pilot project.

(B)  Establishment of commercial docket

Notwithstanding any rule of the Rules of Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio
or local rule of court to the contrary, each pilot project court is authorized to
establish and maintain a commercial docket pursuant to the requirements of
Temporary Rules 1.01 through 1.11 of the Rules of Superintendence for the
Courts of Ohio.
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(A)

Designation and training of commercial docket judges

(1) The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court shall designate one or more sitting
judges of each pilot project court to hear all cases assigned to the commercial
docket. Such judges shall be styled “commercial docket judges.” In the event of
the death, resignation, or removal from or forfeiture of office of a commercial
docket judge, the Chief Justice may designate another sitting judge of that pilot
project court to serve as a commercial docket judge. The Supreme Court Task
Force on Commercial Dockets shall recommend to the Chief Justice candidates
for designation as commercial docket judges. The Chief Justice shall not
designate a judge as a commercial docket judge unless the judge agrees to
participate in the commercial docket pilot project.

(2)  Each commercial docket judge shall complete an orientation and training
seminar on the administration of commercial dockets to be offered or approved by
the Supreme Court of Ohio Judicial College.

Sup. R. 1.03. Scope of the Commercial Docket
Cases accepted into the commercial docket

A commercial docket judge shall accept a civil case, including any jury; non-jury;
injunction, including any temporary restraining order; class action; declaratory
judgment; or derivative action, into the commercial docket of the pilot project
court if the case is within the statutory jurisdiction of the court and the gravamen
of the case relates to any of the following:

(nH The formation, governance, dissolution, or liquidation of a
business entity, as that term is defined in Temporary Rule 1.01 of the
Rules of Superintendence for the Courts of Ohio;

2) The rights or obligations between or among the owners,
shareholders, partners, or members of a business entity, or rights and
obligations between or among any of them and the entity;

3) Trade secret, non-disclosure, non-compete, or employment
agreements involving a business entity and an owner, sole proprietor,
shareholder, partner, or member thereof;

4) The rights, obligations, liability, or indemnity of an officer,
director, manager, trustee, partner, or member of a business entity owed to
or from the business entity;

%) Disputes between or among two or more business entities or
individuals as to their business or investment activities relating to
contracts, transactions, or relationships between or among them, including
without limitation the following:



(B)

(a) Transactions governed by the uniform commercial code,
except for consumer product liability claims described in division
(B)(2) of this rule;

(b) The purchase, sale, lease, or license of, or a security interest
in, or the infringement or misappropriation of, patents, trademarks,
service marks, copyrights, trade secrets, or other intellectual

property;

(©) The purchase or sale of a business entity or the assets of a
business entity;

(d) The sale of goods or services by a business entity to a
business entity;

(e) Non-consumer bank or brokerage accounts, including loan,
deposit, cash management, and investment accounts;

$9) Surety bonds and suretyship or guarantee obligations of
individuals given in connection with business transactions;

(8) The purchase, sale, lease, or license of, or a security interest
in, commercial property, whether tangible, intangible personal, or
real property;

(h) Franchise or dealer relationships;

(1) Business related torts, such as claims of unfair competition,
false advertising, unfair trade practices, fraud, or interference with

contractual relations or prospective contractual relations;

)] Cases relating to or arising under state or federal antitrust
laws;

(k) Cases relating to securities, or relating to or arising under
federal or state securities laws;

) Commercial insurance contracts, including coverage
disputes.

Cases not accepted into the commercial docket
A commercial docket judge shall not accept a civil case into the commercial
docket of the pilot project court if the gravamen of the case relates to any of the

following:

1) Personal injury, survivor, or wrongful death matters;






